“A Day Of Forgettable Firsts”

Genesis 3:1-13

Parents are known for making a big to-do around their child’s firsts in life.  Think about your own experiences and how you reacted to your child’s first steps—to her first tooth—to his first day of school.  We celebrate those times because they mark important milestones in the child’s growth and development.

Even when our children became high school seniors, we recognized a unique set of “last firsts.”  They started their last first day of school.  They began their last first sports practice.  We marked those times with sadness because we knew our child had reached another important milestone: they were nearly ready to step out on their own and forge their own path in the world.
And of course, there are the firsts in life that we’d rather forget happened.  Maybe it was our first speeding ticket that we had to explain to our parents?  Maybe it was our first time of being laid off or getting fired?  Maybe it was the first death that really hit us close to home?

Let’s turn to our Scripture reading, Genesis 3:1-13.  We’re going to take a look at a whole series of firsts—forgettable firsts—that continue to cause no end of trouble for us all.
The serpent was the shrewdest of all the wild animals the Lord God had made.  One day he asked the woman, “Did God really say you must not eat the fruit from any of the trees in the garden?”
2“Of course we may eat fruit from the trees in the garden,” the woman replied.  3“It’s only the fruit from the tree in the middle of the garden that we are not allowed to eat.  God said, ‘You must not eat it or even touch it; if you do, you will die.’”
4“You won’t die!” the serpent replied to the woman.  5“God knows that your eyes will be opened as soon as you eat it, and you will be like God, knowing both good and evil.”
6The woman was convinced.  She saw that the tree was beautiful and its fruit looked delicious, and she wanted the wisdom it would give her.  So she took some of the fruit and ate it.  Then she gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it, too.  7At that moment their eyes were opened, and they suddenly felt shame at their nakedness.  So they sewed fig leaves together to cover themselves.
8When the cool evening breezes were blowing, the man and his wife heard the Lord God walking about in the garden.  So they hid from the Lord God among the trees.  9Then the Lord God called to the man, “Where are you?”
10He replied, “I heard you walking in the garden, so I hid.  I was afraid because I was naked.”
11“Who told you that you were naked?” the Lord God asked.  “Have you eaten from the tree whose fruit I commanded you not to eat?”
12The man replied, “It was the woman you gave me who gave me the fruit, and I ate it.”
13 Then the Lord God asked the woman, “What have you done?”
“The serpent deceived me,” she replied.  “That’s why I ate it.”

There are several forgettable firsts in this passage, several things that had never happened before, but which were sure to be repeated over and over throughout history.


To begin with, of course there was the first temptation.  4“You won’t die!” the serpent replied to the woman.  5“God knows that your eyes will be opened as soon as you eat it, and you will be like God, knowing both good and evil.”  6The woman was convinced.  And in order for the first temptation to happen there had to be the first twisting of God’s words: 1One day [the serpent] asked the woman, “Did God really say you must not eat the fruit from any of the trees in the garden?”  Satan knew God said they could eat any fruit except for the fruit that was off-limits, but he twisted it to suggest that God had made all fruit taboo.

The temptation wasn’t just about breaking the rules.  It wasn’t really about eating a piece of fruit that was off limits.  At the heart of Satan’s temptation is the sin that every human being struggles with: …and you will be like God…  A desire to be God in our own lives or in the lives of others is the root of every temptation we face.  Sin promises us that we can be like God, that we can be greater than God.  And the Serpent told Eve what being like God could entail: …knowing both good and evil.  “Here’s how you will be like God, Eve,” the Serpent might’ve said.  “You’ll know something that God already knows and is keeping from you.”

Notice the progression of the temptation.  First there was physical need: [the tree’s] fruit looked delicious…  There are certain things that we must have in order to survive and one of those is food.  Second was the visual stimulation: She saw that the tree was beautiful…  We want what’s attractive and beautiful.  We’re drawn to loveliness.  And third was the desire to have something she did not currently possess: …and she wanted the wisdom it would give her.  Temptation arrives by teasing our basic inner needs and desires such as food, control or sex, and then shows us something that feeds those desires.  Temptation promises us something we don’t currently have but now want.

Following the first temptation and the first twisting of God’s words was the first consequences.  Scripture tells us that as soon as Adam and Eve took their first bites of the forbidden fruit…the eyes of both were opened.
The 1999 film THE MATRIX does an excellent job of showing what this might’ve been like.  The film centers around a character named Neo who is rescued from a life-like computer simulation known as “the Matrix.”  The program is a vast trap that holds people captive so their bodies can be used for energy.  Neo is pulled out of the false reality of the Matrix and back into the real world.  Once there he asks, “Why do my eyes hurt?”  Another character replies, “Because you’ve never used them before.”  Neo has lived his entire life in a state of perpetual sleep, not unlike suspended animation.  The life he’s lived has been part of a computer simulation.  His real, physical eyes have never been opened.  After the rescue he is forced to open them and use them.  For the first time in his life, Neo saw everything in a new way.

That’s the way it was for Adam and Eve.  When their eyes were opened they saw everything around them as they never had before.  The fruit, the garden, each other--and especially God--were viewed in a dramatic new light.  Adam and Eve recognized their nakedness before each other, something they hadn’t paid attention to earlier.  Suddenly, along with open eyes came modesty and shame.

But the greatest eye-opener—the worst first that happened that day—was that they lost their relationship with God.  They reached beyond Paradise to grab what they did not need only to lose what they already had.  Once the fruit was eaten there was no going back.  Adam and Eve’s eyes could not be re-shut.  They could not “unsee” what they had now seen.  And they had to deal with the consequences of their actions.

The first temptation led to the first set of consequences—and then to the first game of hide-and-seek they played with God—or perhaps we should say played against God.

As a result of the severed relationship with God, Adam and Eve did something they’d never done before.  It was another forgettable first: …they hid from the Lord God among the trees.  In the process of gaining knowledge of good and evil, Adam and Eve lost their relational knowledge of God.  Before the bite, they would’ve known you cannot hide from God.  After the bite, they were blinded to that fact.  Before the bite they knew God in a personal way; after the bite they were estranged from God.

And human beings have been trying to hide from God ever since.  We try to hide behind our money.  We try to hide behind our masks.  We may even try to hide behind our Christianity.  Like Adam and Eve, we don’t want to face God out of fear, shame or guilt.  So we try to hide.


I have my own experience of trying to hide behind a tree.  When I was in third grade I failed a math test.  I was scared to take the paper home and show my parents, so on the walk home I stopped in a vacant lot on our street.  There was a large tree in the lot and I took that math paper and buried it beneath some rocks at the base of the tree.  My parents never found out about that hidden paper, but I felt guilty for hiding it and for being deceptive.

And the final forgettable first we need to see is the first fear in human history: 10[Adam] replied, “I heard you walking in the garden, so I hid.  I was afraid because I was naked.”  Adam knew he had done something wrong and he experienced fear—fear over breaking God’s rule, fear over what God would do, fear of his nakedness, fear of his lost connection with God.

I lived in fear that my parents would find out about that test paper and its hiding spot.  For a long time, whenever I passed that tree I’d sneak a quick glance at it, as if to ensure myself that the tree hadn’t pulled the test paper out of the ground and was waving it around in its branches for my parents to see.

Spiraling out of Adam’s fear came another consequence: blame.  Again, another forgettable first as Adam pointed the finger at Eve: “…It was the woman…who gave me the fruit, and I ate it.”  “SHE did it, God!  If it wasn’t for HER I’d never be in this predicament!”  And then just to make sure he’d covered all his bases, Adam implicated God as well: “…It was the woman you gave me…”  “It’s YOUR fault, God!  You did this.  You gave me this woman.  And then SHE gave me the fruit!”
Adam went from blaming Eve to blaming God, so not only was his relationship with God broken, so was his relationship with his wife.  Fear leads us to lay the blame at the doorsteps of others.  The political sphere lives in and operates by fear: fear of the other party, fear of loss of power, fear of this or that.  And that fear spawns finger-pointing and blame because it’s always someone else’s fault.  Adam did a good job of setting a bad example that humanity has been following ever since.

There were a lot of forgettable firsts that day in Eden which marked humanity.  But even in the midst of such massive screw-ups, God provided for Adam and Eve.  God didn’t overlook their sin or brush it aside.  The disobedience of Adam and Eve was cataclysmic.  It changed everything!  There were dramatic, far-reaching consequences for what they did.
But even in God’s judgment there is mercy.  In God’s wrath there is grace.  God provided for his errant children despite their disobedience.  Genesis 3:21 says, and the Lord God made clothing from animal skins for Adam and his wife.  God ensured their nakedness was covered, that they would be kept warm when they left the confines of Eden.  As parents, we continue to provide for our children even when they are disobedient.  We don’t stop clothing them or feeding them when they make mistakes.  We teach them that there are consequences to their actions but we don’t withhold love or necessities from them.  God is the same.
God’s plan wasn’t just to wrap Adam and Eve in the latest animal skin fashions.  There was more to those forgettable firsts than just Adam and Eve having to find a new place to live.  All of creation had been marred by their disobedience.  Genesis 3:16: “I will sharpen the pain of your pregnancy, and in pain you will give birth.”  The joyous process of new life entering the world had become difficult and excruciating.  “And you will desire to control your husband, but he will rule over you.”  The most basic of relationships had become strained and subject to deceit, manipulation and brokenness.  Genesis 3:17: “…the ground is cursed because of you.”  Every aspect of the created order felt the impact of sin.  So God needed a plan that would set all these things right.

That plan would find its fulfillment in Jesus Christ.  Jesus would provide redemption for all that Adam and Eve’s sin had broken.  Jesus would offer salvation so that all things could be restored to their proper relationship to the Creator.  He offers a new way--a new path, a new life--where the sins and slavery of the past are done away with.  The consequences of our sins and slavery may still exist and have to be dealt with, but we are no longer defined by those sins.  We are no longer under sin’s power.

Satan thought he’d won a great victory over God in Eden.  But instead, God’s grace would redeem the mistakes of the first man and woman.  Those forgettable firsts can be transformed into something beautiful through the work of Jesus Christ!

This morning our altar is open if you’d like to come down and spend a few moments in prayer.  Maybe there is some sin you need to ask forgiveness for.  Maybe there is someone on your heart you want to lift up in prayer.  Maybe there is a need in your own life you need to leave here at the altar.  Maybe you just want to thank God for his grace in forgiving all your forgettable firsts.  I’ll ask Nancy and Carla to play softly and you’re invited to come forward as you desire…
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