SERMON SERIES:

THE SONGBOOK OF THE PSALMS

“Messages & Moments”

Psalm 45:1-2, 6-9

The sermon series we’ve been using the past few weeks is entitled “The Songbook Of The Psalms.”  The psalms are the prayers and hymns of the Hebrew people, used during worship, and as such they speak very openly and very bluntly to our human experiences.  Many of the psalms are laments, cries to God for healing or deliverance or forgiveness.  Many are songs of praise and worship.  Some retell the glorious stories of the exodus and God’s faithfulness to Israel.  But all of them are the honest, from-the-gut reactions and emotions of human beings seeking to walk in a relationship with the eternal God.


So far in this series we’ve looked at Psalm 8 and the priceless masterpiece that God made when he created you and I.  We’ve walked through Psalm 27 and explored the things our souls desire most of all: communication, understanding, and guidance from the LORD.  And last Sunday we studied Psalm 39 and saw how the psalmist warned us to carefully guard our tongues and our lives.  Let’s go ahead and turn to our Scripture reading for today, Psalm 45.  We’ll be looking at verses 1-2 and 6-9.


In the mid-1960’s, Bob Dylan sang “The Times They Are A-Changin,’” to communicate the tensions and turmoil of a fracturing society.  Guitar legend Eric Clapton wrote a song entitled “Tears in Heaven” in memory of his young son who fell to his death from an apartment window.  In 1985, some of the biggest names in American music joined together to form USA for Africa.  They recorded a song called “We Are The World,” which raised millions of dollars for famine relief in Ethiopia.  And only a few months after September 11, Toby Keith released a song entitled “Courtesy of the Red, White, and Blue,” which bluntly gave a voice to the anger, pain, and desire for revenge our nation felt.

Songs and music communicate.  Whether it be a new romance or a difficult breakup; a noble cause or the reality of the streets; the pain of abuse or the depths of love, music carries the messages of our experiences.


Music also marks the moments of our lives.  I can hear certain songs and instantly remember where I was when it was popular, or what I was doing, or who I was with.  Some songs leave an indelible impression because of where we were in life when we heard it.  ASK: Where were you when you first heard Elvis?  What were you doing when you first heard Jimi Hendrix?  How old were you when Patsy Cline asked, “Who’s Sorry Now?”

The messages and moments of music aren’t confined to one style or decade.  Whether you listen to Louis Armstrong or Lil’ Wayne, Florida Georgia Line or Foreigner, Perry Como or Dave Matthews, the Beatles or Barbara Streisand, songs help us tell our stories by marking the events of our lives.

If you are married or dating, do you have a “special song” that is just for you and the other person?  When Felicia and I first started dating, the song “You’re the Inspiration” by Chicago was our song because it described how I felt about Felicia.  Do you remember what was playing the first time you danced together?  I’ll bet a lot of you ladies do!

How about in church?  Most everyone has a favorite hymn or song.  Those old favorites tie us to significant places, people, and times in our faith walk.  When do you first remember hearing “Amazing Grace?”  Or “How Great Thou Art?”  Or “I’ll Fly Away?”  Songs provide the soundtrack for our lives.  And nowhere is this more evident than in the Scripture lesson for today.
1Beautiful words stir my heart.  I will recite a lovely poem about the king, for my tongue is like the pen of a skillful poet.  2You are the most handsome of all.  Gracious words stream from your lips.  God himself has blessed you forever.

. . . . .
6Your throne, O God, endures forever and ever.  You rule with a scepter of justice.  7You love justice and hate evil.  Therefore God, your God, has anointed you, pouring out the oil of joy on you more than on anyone else.  8Myrrh, aloes, and cassia perfume your robes.  In ivory palaces the music of strings entertains you.  9Kings’ daughters are among your noble women.  At your right side stands the queen, wearing jewelry of finest gold from Ophir!

Psalm 45 is a royal wedding psalm.  It was a song written specifically to commemorate the marriage of the king to the princess of a nearby nation.  It is a song of praise and celebration.  And it contains both message and moment.
The moment that is captured is the royal wedding, a festive day of joy and celebration for everyone.  It was a day that would be remembered for a long time.


The message in the verses we just read was that the king was very special and worthy of such praise.  Historically, we have no idea which king this song was written for, but it would seem to be one of the better, more honorable kings.  The song praises his virtues—he is handsome, and his words are full of grace (v. 2).  God himself had blessed this king far beyond that of other men (v. 2).  The king’s reign was characterized by justice and mercy (v. 6): he chose what was right and good, and did not entertain wickedness or evil.  Even his court was beautiful, a delightful place to be: “Your robes are perfumed with myrrh, aloes, and cassia, In palaces decorated with ivory, you are entertained by the music of harps” (v. 8).  The composer painted a vision of an ideal king—one who had integrity, grace, majesty, and righteousness.

Perhaps we might be tempted to say that the composer was flattering the king.  Maybe he knew his job was to write and perform songs that would please the king.  After all, no one wants to have their faults or weaknesses immortalized in song!  But I believe whoever wrote this psalm did so out of love.

Notice at the top of the psalm it reads, “For the choir director: A psalm of the descendants of Korah, to be sung to the tune “Lilies.”  A love song.”  This tells us the composer was preparing an anthem that the choir would sing, probably on the occasion of every king’s marriage.  It was set to a specific tune, “Lilies,” which may have been a well-known or popular tune of the day.  And it is a love song.  The composer wasn’t just whipping out another song to please the king or to give the choir something else to work on.  This was a heartfelt, moving work; the composer was inspired by his subject, the king.  Notice in verse one how he remarked, “My heart overflows with a beautiful thought!”  He was passionate about what he was doing and about who he was doing it for.


One day during my first year of college, I was in my dorm room reading a music magazine (similar to Rolling Stone).  In the classified ads at the back of the magazine was a notice about how you could get your own, original song published.  All you had to do was send in a copy of your song and $25 to process it.  I decided then and there that I would do it!  So I started working up a song—a special song—about the girl I loved: Felicia.  The more I thought and wrote, the more excited I became.  What if some cool rock group discovered my song and recorded it!  How awesome would that be to have someone on MTV or on the radio singing my love song about the girl I loved!  I was passionate about my subject matter.  I loved my girlfriend and wanted the world to know it.  (By the way, I never got the song published.  I finished writing the lyrics, but had no music to go with it.  And being a freshman in college, I couldn’t come up with the $25!)

So we have a beautiful song, written especially for the wedding of a beloved, honorable king.  But how does that hold meaning for us in the church today?  Is there a connection that can be made to our acts of worship in the here and now?

The answer is absolutely YES!


To begin with, we can see in the attributes of this king the very same qualities of Jesus, the King of Kings.  He is full of grace; he is powerful; he rules with justice and mercy; he is righteous; he has been anointed by the Father.  The image that is represented by this earthly king becomes reality in the person of Jesus Christ.  Therefore, just like the composer, our response to Christ is one of adoration and praise.  The primary reason we gather as the church is to praise God in Jesus Christ.

As you know, there are people who get really caught up in words and terms.  Some people don’t like the words “praise & worship” when talking about music because they think it means contemporary choruses and the like.  They often argue for the tried-and-true hymns.  But let’s stop for a moment and think about that.  Some years ago I heard a church member comment that he thought that’s what the hymns were—praise & worship!  And of course, he was right.  Hymns and choruses--whether old or new--are nothing but praise and worship of our glorious king.  When we enter into worship, our focus should not be on whether the song is a hymn or chorus, or whether it’s on a screen or in a book.  Our focus should be on exalting the King of Kings through those hymns or choruses.

We may also take this psalm and see in it our place at the wedding banquet.  Revelation 19:6-8 says: 6Then I heard again what sounded like the shout of a vast crowd or the roar of mighty ocean waves or the crash of loud thunder: “Praise the Lord!  For the Lord our God, the Almighty, reigns.  7Let us be glad and rejoice, and let us give honor to him.  For the time has come for the wedding feast of the Lamb, and his bride has prepared herself.

The church is referred to as the “bride of Christ.”  We represent the covenant love between Jesus and the church.  And Revelation tells us that at the end of all things, Jesus will return to claim his bride, and the language of a wedding feast is used to describe the celebration.  It is looking forward to the time when all is made right.  It is hope and anticipation.  One day you and I—and all the redeemed of God—will joyously praise and celebrate the final, complete unity of the church with Christ.  And as the old song says, “What a day of rejoicing that will be!”


And we have the privilege to share in a foretaste—a “dress rehearsal,” if you will—of that heavenly wedding feast.  We call it Communion or the Lord’s Supper or the Eucharist.  We often think of it in terms of remembrance: of reflecting on Christ’s sacrificial acts of love on our behalf.  And that is a crucial part of this sacrament that we should never overlook or forget.  But when we come to the table, we are also receiving these elements in anticipation of what is to come.  We think ahead and look to the hope and promise we have—that as the church we will celebrate the wedding feast of the Lamb in eternity.

Songs communicate: messages and moments.  Here at this table this morning, the wedding song of the Lamb is sung in our hearts, in glorious hope of the completion of all things in Christ Jesus.

The message of this sacrament is grace.  Grace that forgives, cleanses, heals, and restores.  The moment is now.  Won’t you prepare yourself in mind and spirit to come to the wedding feast?
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