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 The General Conference of the United Methodist Church met on May 10th-20th in 
Portland, Oregon.  General Conference is held every four years (quadrennium) and is the 
only body in the United Methodist Church authorized to speak on behalf of the global 
UMC.  As happens at the local level (with charge conference) and at the conference level 
(with annual conference), General Conference conducts business, enacts legislation, 
reviews proposals and amendments, votes on nominations and budget, and worships 
together. 
 As you likely know from reports, rumors and readings, our denomination has been at 
odds with itself over the issue of human sexuality for a number of years.  The full inclusion 
of GLBTQ persons into the life of the church—specifically in the forms of gay marriage and 
the ordination of GLBTQ persons—has been brought before General Conference for the 
last 30+ years.  This quadrennium’s gathering was no different. 
 The following is a condensed report from UMC.org that can be found in its fullness 
at http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/bishops-ask-for-hold-on-sexuality-debate. 
I apologize for the lengthy nature of this column, but felt that you would want to be aware 
of this decision. 

 Late afternoon May 18, the delegates voted by 428 to 405 to accept the 
recommendation of the Council of Bishops to delay a debate on homosexuality at this 
gathering of the denomination’s top legislative assembly and let a proposed 
commission study church regulations. 
 The bishops asked for the body’s permission to name a special commission that 
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would completely examine and possibly recommend revisions of every paragraph in 
the Book of Discipline related to human sexuality. The commission would represent 
the different regions of a denomination on four continents as well as the varied 
perspectives of the church. 
 (If you wish to read the entire text of the Council of Bishops’ statement you 
can do so at http://s3.amazonaws.com/Website_Properties/general-
conference/2016/documents/council-bishops-statement-offering-way-forward-may-
18-gc2016.pdf). 
 

 “We accept our role as spiritual leaders to lead The United Methodist Church in 
a ‘pause for prayer’ — to step back from attempts at legislative solutions and to inten-
tionally seek God's will for the future,” said Council of Bishops president Bishop Bruce 
Ough in announcing the recommendation. 
 The bishops also suggested they might call a special General Conference in 
2018 or 2019 to deal with such proposals, Ough said. He also leads the Dakotas-
Minnesota Episcopal Area. 
 The United Methodist Church's sexuality debate has seemed to be reaching a 
breaking point, especially as more countries including the United States have legalized 
same-sex marriage.  Many U.S. United Methodists have publicly officiated at same-sex 
weddings in defiance of the Book of Discipline’s ban. 
 As General Conference got under way, more than 100 clergy and clergy 
candidates in the U.S. and one in the Philippines came out as gay.  The denomination 
bans the ordination of “self-avowed practicing" gay clergy. 
 At the same time, African bishops made clear they were encouraging delegates 
not to budge on church teachings, which define marriage as between a man and 
woman.  Since 1972, the Book of Discipline has asserted all people are of sacred 
worth but the church considers the practice of homosexuality “incompatible with 
Christian teaching.” 
 . . . . . 
 After a time of discussion and prayer, delegates returned to the parliamentary 
ups and downs that have typified this General Conference.  The Rev. Adam Hamilton, 
a delegate from the Great Plains Conference, moved that General Conference support 
the bishop's creation of a commission and a special General Conference to deal with 
sexuality issues.  Hamilton called the bishops' ideas "our best chance of finding a long
-term solution." 
 A substitute motion by the Rev. Chappell Temple, Texas Conference, supported 
the creation of the commission but called for General Conference to go forward with 
voting on sexuality petitions.  To postpone, he said, would cause "more confusion." 
The delegates voted against the substitute. After lunch, delegates voted down 
Hamilton's motion by 438-393. 
 . . . . . 
 The bishops’ statement did not receive the unanimous vote of the council’s 
members, Ough acknowledged.  But the support was overwhelming, he said.  He 
added that unanimity is not required for unity. 
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 Greater Northwest Area Bishop Grant Hagiya served on the bishops' writing 
team.  He said more traditional bishops are worried about a “time out” for 
discernment that could include a moratorium on church trials.  “I think they’re worried 
that it will open the door for all kinds of violations,” he said. 
 . . . . . 
 It is unclear how complaints against clergy will move forward, if they are 
accused of violating the Book of Discipline's prohibitions related to homosexuality. 
The bishops' statement said: "We will continue to explore options to help the church 
live in grace with one another — including ways to avoid further complaints, trials and 
harm while we uphold the Discipline."  
 However, advocates for greater inclusion of LGBTQ individuals  in the life of 
the church, saw the bishops' recommendations as a sign of hope. 
 "I count this decision as a victory for the LGBTQ cause, though our division is 
not yet reconciled," said the Rev. Frank Schaefer, whose church trial for officiating at 
his son's same-sex wedding made international headlines.  Schaefer's clergy 
credentials were removed and then on appeal restored. 
 "I hope that our bishops will take their mandate very seriously and will be able 
to lead us toward reconciliation and unity," Schaefer's statement continued. 
 The Rev. Rob Renfroe, president of the unofficial evangelical caucus Good 
News, released a statement saying the commission had the potential to resolve 
differences but also is "fraught with peril."  He said the bishops must make sure to 
include "well-known and respected leaders of the traditionalist and orthodox renewal 
movement" on the commission. 
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9 Sid Parrott 
11 Becky Stulce 
 Kathy Vinyard 
12 Marti Dotson 
15 Daisy Mulkey 
17 Carl McLaughlin 
24 Matthew Kingrea 
28 Matt Lyon 

2 Buck & Jean Johnson 
4 Charles & Gena Bain 
6 Arnie & Becky Stulce 
 Doug & Karen Yeatts 
10 Larry & Belinda Garner 
12 Andy & Jamie Nelson 
24 Vic & Sharon Rogers 

“And so with the sunshine and the great bursts of leaves growing on the trees, 

just as things grow in fast movies, I had that familiar conviction that life 

was beginning over again with the summer.”   —F. Scott Fitzgerald 

http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/schaefer-son-join-campout-for-lgbtq-rights
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 The United Methodist Women meet at 7:00 PM  
 on the 3rd Thursday of every month. 
 The UMW met on Thursday, May 19th, with   
Kathy Farner as the guest speaker.  We had 14 people 
attending and Kathy compared the contents of our 
purses to our spiritual life.  Her program was exceptional, as it always is.  Kathy 
has been having some serious health issues, so please join us in praying for her.  
Teresa Lynch gave an excellent report on the recent trip to Lake Junaluska.  The 
refreshments after the meeting were excellent.  All of the ladies and girls of the 
church are invited to come to all meetings. 

   The youth had a very successful car 
wash on Wednesday, May 18th.  They would 
like to give a big THANKS to all of you 
who helped make it successful.  They will 
be using the funds raised for a group 
trip to Dollywood. 

  • Wednesday evening meals conclude on May 25th and will resume 

    again in September. 

  • First Sunday breakfasts WILL CONTINUE through the summer. 

  • Martha & Mary’s Bible study will not meet during the summer  

    but will resume in September. 

  • Pastor Todd’s Bible study will not meet during the summer. 

   He will begin a new study on August 23rd on Revelation. 



Join us June 20th-23rd, from 

6:30-8:30 PM, 

for Vacation Bible School! 
     According to Kathryn Mullins, director of Children’s Ministries, we are 
gearing up for 4 nights of a great VBS this year!  We will be exploring God’s 
Incredi-world creation, promises, and salvation.  Please don’t miss this 
amazing Bible school.  We hope to see you there! 



Friday, June 3rd  Soul Sisters Bible study 
 

Sunday, June 5th  Worship led by Noel Irwin with special guest speaker  
     Bill Haley from Daisy UMC 
 

JUNE 5th-8th   Holston Annual Conference 
 

Sunday, June 12th  New sermon series begins! 

     THE SONGBOOK OF THE PSALMS 
     “A Priceless Masterpiece” 
 
     ADMINISTRATIVE BOARD meeting 
 
Monday, June 13th  Prayer shawl ministry 
 
Thursday, June 16th United Methodist Women meeting 
 

Sunday, June 19th  FATHER’S DAY 
     THE SONGBOOK OF THE PSALMS 
     “The Soul’s Deepest Desires” 
 

Tuesday, June 21st AARP meeting 
 

JUNE 20th-23rd  VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
 
Sunday, June 26th  THE SONGBOOK OF THE PSALMS 
     “What To Watch” 
 

Monday, June 27th  Prayer shawl ministry 


