 “Three Constants In An Age Of Change”

Isaiah 59:1-2

We live in a world that is in the midst of unprecedented change and transformation.  Change is occurring so fast that what used to take fifty or sixty years to develop, implement, and impact the world can now happen in as little as twelve months!  Social scientists and futurists predict that acceleration growth will continue as we move forward.


We see evidence of this around us every day.  Our cell phones and tablets regularly download updates to apps and operating systems.  New technologies are being developed and released to enhance health care, transportation, communication, and industry.  The laptop we purchase at Walmart or Best Buy is already considered “obsolete” the moment we carry it out the door!  With the Internet at our fingertips, we have access to an unlimited amount of information.  In fact, it’s said that you and I receive more information in a single day than someone in John Wesley’s day did in a month!
ASK: What changes have you experienced in your lifetime?

If you are seventy-five years old:

· you’ve lived in two different millennia, across seven-and-a-half decades.
· you’ve seen the United States population grow from 132.2 million in 1940 to 325.8 million today.

· there have been twenty-two international border changes, and fourteen major military operations the U.S. has been involved in during your lifetime.

· The average price of a new car has gone from $700 in 1940 to $33,500.

· You’ve lived through fourteen Tennessee governors, twelve presidents, seven popes, but only one British queen.

It’s said that we’re still trying to comprehend the technological changes from

five years ago, so we’re always running to catch up to the latest changes.  No sector of society, no institution or group, has escaped these changes.  And with all that change comes increased problems: higher stress levels, less community among people, greater debt, decreased family time, more confusion and anxiety.  Turn with me to our Scripture reading, Isaiah 59:1-2, and we’ll look at three constants that never change in our world.
Listen!  The Lord’s arm is not too weak to save you, nor is his ear too deaf to hear you call.  2It’s your sins that have cut you off from God.  Because of your sins, he has turned away and will not listen anymore.
The first constant in an age of change is that GOD’S POWER TO SAVE REMAINS THE SAME.  Isaiah wrote, The Lord’s arm is not too weak to save you (v. 1).  This statement has remained true through the ages, and it will remain true forever.  God’s power to save is exactly the same today as it was in Isaiah’s day.  His power will be the same in ten thousand years as it is right now.

Isaiah addressed the people of Israel who were questioning why God did not seem to be answering their prayers.  They were wondering whether or not God was strong enough to help them, or if he was even paying attention to them.  The prophet said “Actually, it’s neither of those.  It’s your sin that is blocking your connection with God.”
The Scriptures are filled with stories of God’s saving power from physical danger.  He opened the Red Sea to save the children of Israel from Pharaoh’s army.  He protected David from King Saul.  He took care of Esther and Mordecai.  He delivered Daniel from the lion’s den.  But more important is God’s power to save from spiritual death.  Through Jesus Christ, God saved Nicodemus from dead legalism.  He saved a repentant thief on the cross.  He saves all those give themselves to Jesus.

God remains able to deliver us.  He will not forsake those who call on him in faith.  He may deliver us from the circumstances that surround us or he may sustain us through those circumstances.  No matter how much our society tries to emasculate God, or to bury him beneath our cultural trappings, these things can never hinder God’s power.  He remains all-powerful no matter the circumstances, regardless of political positions or social ideas.  He possesses all authority and sovereignty to judge and to save, no matter how rapidly our world changes.  God’s power to save will never change.

Then Isaiah said “…nor is his ear too deaf to hear you call” (v. 1).  The second constant in our age of rapid flux is that GOD’S ABILITY TO HEAR OUR PRAYERS NEVER CHANGES.  And his ability to answer those prayers is the same as it has always been.

God heard the prayers of his people while they were slaves in Egypt.  God sent Moses to the people with this message “I have heard their cries for deliverance…” (Exodus 3:7).  Despite four hundred years of captivity in Egypt, God had not grown deaf or unable to respond to his people’s prayers.  Once again, the Scriptures show us repeated examples of God hearing and answering prayer: In Jeremiah 33:3, God invited Jeremiah to pray big and expect answers: “Ask me and I will tell you remarkable secrets you do not know about things to come.”
Jesus told his followers to be persistent in asking: “Keep on asking, and you will receive what you ask for. Keep on seeking, and you will find. Keep on knocking, and the door will be opened to you. 8 For everyone who asks, receives. Everyone who seeks, finds. And to everyone who knocks, the door will be opened” (Matt. 7:7-8).  And we know the early church prayed and saw thousands come to Christ.  Our lives are the testimony and proof that God answers prayer every day.
The story is told of Dr. Helen Roseveare, a missionary to Zaire in Africa.  One day a mother at her mission station died after giving birth to a premature baby.  The staff tried to improvise an incubator to keep the infant alive, but the meager supplies they had on hand were unusable.  So Dr. Roseveare asked the children at the mission station to pray for the baby and her older sister.

One little girl prayed: “Dear God, please send hot water bottles today.  Tomorrow will be too late because by then the baby will be dead.  And dear Lord, please send a doll for her sister so she won’t feel so lonely.”

Later that afternoon a large package arrived from England.  The children watched eagerly as Dr. Roseveare opened it.  Much to her surprise, underneath some clothes, were several water bottles!  Immediately, the little girl who had prayed so earnestly started to dig through the box.
“What are you doing?” Dr. Roseveare asked her.

Beaming with excitement, the little girl said “I’m looking for a doll!  If God sent the water bottles we need, I’m sure he also sent a doll for the baby’s sister!”  And she was right!

The heavenly Father knew in advance of that child’s sincere request, and five months earlier he had led a lady’s group in England to include both of those specific items.  God’s hearing, and his desire to respond to our prayers, never changes.  It is constant and sure.
And then Isaiah told the people 2It’s your sins that have cut you off from God.  Because of your sins, he has turned away and will not listen anymore.  The third constant in our age of change is that the DESTRUCTIVENESS OF SIN REMAINS THE SAME.
Turn in your Bibles to Isaiah 1.  Isaiah had already confronted the people about their idolatry and social injustice.  They had turned to false gods.  They disregarded God’s law.  And they oppressed the poor and perverted justice for the innocent and vulnerable.

So when the people went to worship, they cried out for God’s blessings and favor.  They wanted all the good stuff from God’s hand.  But they had no intention of listening to him or obeying him.  Look at Isaiah 1:15-17:  15When you lift up your hands in prayer, I will not look.  Though you offer many prayers, I will not listen, for your hands are covered with the blood of innocent victims.  16Wash yourselves and be clean!  Get your sins out of my sight.  Give up your evil ways.  17Learn to do good.  Seek justice.  Help the oppressed.  Defend the cause of orphans.  Fight for the rights of widows.”
Isaiah knew that God wasn’t powerless to aid his people.  He hadn’t stopped listening to their prayers.  But he had stopped responding to those prayers because of their sinfulness.  The sins of the people kept God from doing all that he wanted to do for them.

While our world changes around us every day, the destructive influence of sin remains the same.  All sin leads to corruption, brokenness, and spiritual death.  Sin separates and breaks apart lives, homes, and relationships.  Today we have many more ways to disguise our sins.  But the destructiveness of sin never changes.  We were reminded of this tragic truth several weeks ago when a security breach happened to the Ashley Madison web site.


Ashley Madison is a web site that promotes affairs for married people.  A few weeks back, hackers released the private information of millions of Ashley Madison users.  You may remember hearing on the news how Josh Duggar—from the “19 Kids and Counting” TV show—was one of the people exposed.  You may have also seen the news report of a Baptist pastor and seminary professor, John Gibson, who committed suicide when his name was discovered on the Ashley Madison list.


In Deuteronomy 32:23, Moses told the children of Israel: “…you may be sure that your sin will find you out.”  No matter how many times our culture might tell us “It’s okay;” no matter how many ways we can find to rationalize or justify our sins; it’s still sin.  We still die a little each time we sin, and we increase the gap between us and our Creator.


Sin hasn’t lost its power to ruin and ravage our lives.  Oh, we may’ve dressed our sins up to make them appear more acceptable or politically correct, or we may believe that “I’m all by myself, I’m not hurting anyone” when we engage in our favorite sins.  But the truth is that every time we sin, our relationship with God is fractured.  And the more we do it, the worse the break becomes.  Regardless of what changes our society and world invent and deploy, sin will always destroy everything it touches.

Every day we face a world that is different than the day before.  Technology races far ahead of our ability to keep up, and the way people view the world changes.  But we can take comfort in the fact that our God never changes!  Hebrews 13:8 comforts us with these words: Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.

I invite you to bow your heads now and let us enter into a time of reflection and prayer:

Indescribable, holy, unending God, King of the universe and Lord of all that was, is, or is to come—we pause to express our gratitude that your power never, ever changes.  You do not grow weary; you aren’t caught off-guard when bad things happen.  Nothing changes in our world that you are not aware of.  This morning we seek the comfort and assurance of your unchanging power over us, around us, and within us.  May your sovereign Majesty continue to abide with those on our right and on your left, those behind us, and those in front of us.  Unleash your power into the lives of those we know who suffer from bad health, confused minds, hurt feelings, loneliness, and grief.  How glorious and wonderful to know that your Word tells us, God is not a man, so he does not lie.  He is not human, so he does not change his mind.  Has he ever spoken and failed to act?  Has he ever promised and not carried it through (Numbers 23:19)?


We also come today with humble but uplifted hearts to praise you for always hearing our prayers.  Your ability to hear and respond to prayer is not changed by elections or financial transactions; it is not diminished by natural disasters or acts of violence.  You hear the quietest, simplest prayer of a child and the voice of cities and nations crying out to you.  We offer our thanksgiving for the prayers you have answered in this place.  As we continue with heads bowed, if God has answered a prayer for you, feel free to speak the name or situation aloud…


Hear the gratitude of your people, O God.  These are the voices of those who know—with confidence and joy—that your power to hear and answer prayer never changes.


And we recognize today that the destructiveness of sin is a constant temptation and threat to our relationship with you and with others.  Sin doesn’t “take a day off.”  It is a vicious, deceptive reality that is dressed seductively in this day and age, where we have so many more ways to disguise our sins, and so many more ways to engage in sin.  The power of sin to destroy hearts and lives, to wreck homes and businesses, to ruin schools and communities, is the same today as it was when Cain killed his brother Abel.  We have all felt its slimy and lying touch.  And we all know people who remain apart from you, caught in the prison of sin.

Hear your people now, O God, as we silently lift up the names of those who have yet to accept your grace...

As we picture their faces in our minds, we ask for the saving touch of the Holy Spirit, the amazing grace of Jesus Christ, to invade their lives.  As much as we may care for them, your passion for them is infinitely greater.  As much as we desire to see them enfolded in a relationship with you, your yearning for that is infinitely more than we can understand.  As you found us when we were lost in the destructiveness of sin, so now bring home those who are far away from you.

We give you thanks, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit!  We praise your unending love and rich mercy!  We are yours, now and forevermore.  Amen!
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