SERMON SERIES:

TALKING ABOUT THE THINGS

WE DON’T TALK ABOUT
“Waiting”
Acts 1:3-4 (New Living Translation)
2nd Peter 3:9 (New Living Translation)

Today brings us to the conclusion of our sermon series “Talking About The Things We Don’t Talk About.”  There’s been a lot of great feedback about it—even from some folks who aren’t members but have read the sermons online—and I hope you’ve found it worthwhile and beneficial.

When we started this series last month we talked about being in a spiritual desert—a dry place where we can’t seem to connect with God like we once did.  And in those spiritual deserts we experience a lot of struggles, questions, temptations and doubts.  We followed that by digging deeper into the subjects of doubt, prayer and faith.  Last Sunday we spent time on the topic of benevolence, or giving aid to the poor and needy, and we discussed several practical ways we can do that without being taken advantage of.


Let’s go ahead and turn to our first Scripture reading, Acts 1:3-4.


The topics we’ve covered in this series are things we rarely talk about in church.  For different reasons, we keep our questions about doubt, prayer, faith, desert dryness, and benevolence to ourselves.  Churches rarely make room for people to talk about their struggles openly and honestly.  Yet we all have them.  This morning we’re going to turn our attention to one other subject we don’t normally talk about in church, but like some of our other topics it’s something we all have to deal with and something we hate to deal with: waiting.
3During the forty days after he suffered and died, he appeared to the apostles from time to time, and he proved to them in many ways that he was actually alive.  And he talked to them about the Kingdom of God.  4Once when he was eating with them, he commanded them, “Do not leave Jerusalem until the Father sends you the gift he promised, as I told you before.”


Waiting.  Ugh!  Who enjoys waiting?  Most people don’t.  We know it’s unavoidable but nevertheless dislike it.  To us, in our fast-paced culture, waiting is the absolute biggest waste of time.  We’re busy people!  We have places to go, tasks to perform, things to scratch off our to-do lists.  And waiting certainly is never one of them.

And yet as Christians, waiting is an integral part of our faith.  It’s seen repeatedly in the Scriptures: Abraham waiting for God to fulfill his promise to give him a son; Joseph waiting to be released from prison after being wrongfully accused; Hannah waiting for her child to be born; David waiting to become king; the prophets waiting for God’s justice to be fully realized; Israel waiting for its Messiah.  You can’t go far in the Bible without finding someone waiting for something, sometimes for long periods of time.


Following his resurrection, Jesus appeared to his disciples numerous times.  Not only did he prove…to them in many ways that he was actually alive.  He also talked to them about the Kingdom of God.  4Once when he was eating with them, he commanded them, “Do not leave Jerusalem until the Father sends you the gift he promised, as I told you before.” Don’t leave Jerusalem until you receive the promised gift of God, the Holy Spirit.

In other words: wait.  But why wait?  Weren’t the disciples ready to embark on their mission to share the gospel and live like Jesus?

It’s interesting that the first great missional movement of the church started, not with doing, but with waiting.  However, it wasn’t a passive, frustrating experience―like being stuck in traffic on Interstate 24 or counting the minutes in the doctor’s waiting room.  This waiting was an active spiritual exercise of expectation.  As leaders of the new church, the apostles were called to spiritual depth.  Their faith and conviction had to become deeper. And that happens in seasons of waiting.


Before the Holy Spirit would be sent, those leaders had to grow confident in their convictions.  First, Jesus would convince them of his resurrection and the truth of the kingdom of God; then they would meet together, sharing what they had seen and heard.  This process built within each person a commitment to their mission.  As that commitment galvanized, a sense of urgency emerged.  And as that urgency increased, the community experienced the power of obedience and prayer.  For Christians, waiting is not a passive exercise.

We hate waiting because we’re finite creatures.  We only have so much time allotted to us on this earth, and we don’t want to waste it standing in a check-out line.  And that’s understandable.  But don’t we view waiting on God the same way?  I know I have from time to time.  “Okay, Lord, I’ve been praying for this or that for days now—or weeks now—or months now—and nothing’s happening.  Why are you taking so long?”

Let’s turn to our second Scripture reading, 2nd Peter 3:9.


Waiting is the one thing that will always reminds us that we aren’t in control of anything, despite all our illusions to the contrary.  We can’t make this or that happen any sooner, and that frustrates us.

Have you ever prayed for a long time for someone to come to the Lord?  Most of us probably have.  And some of us may have seen our prayers answered for that person.  Many of us are still praying.


On November 1, 2019, Christel Berns of Godtv.com posted the following story: ‘Before Brian became a pastor, a good father, and a good husband, he was a Satanist.  For 33 years, the pain he experienced before meeting Jesus was not easy at all.  Brian was a victim of physical and emotional abuse.  …  As a result, he grew up with deep hatred in his heart.  …  As a young boy, he was labeled a troublemaker.  Eventually, that led to becoming a drug addict.  While things were spiraling apart in Brian’s life, his mother, Dorothy, never gave up.
“I tried my best.  It was just one thing after another.  It was hard,” she said.  However, Brian didn’t stop.  He was content in his lifestyle and kept doing drugs.  Shortly after his parents got divorced, at the age of 18, he landed in jail.  He was sentenced to ten years in prison for burglarizing over two hundred homes.  During his time in jail was when he was introduced Satanism and became a Satanist.  …  Additionally, Brian shot and almost killed his girlfriend’s soon-to-be-ex-husband at point blank range.  It was his mother who reported the crime that led to his arrest.  “At that point, I decided there’s nothing more I could do for him.  I had to pray for him.  That’s the only thing that would bring me through,” Dorothy said.
For several years, Brian was in and out of the maximum prison cell.  But his mom never stopped praying for him.  When Brian reached his 40’s he lost hope and didn’t want to live anymore, so he joined a faith-based drug and alcohol program.  …  Soon after he renounced satanism.  Jesus met Brian where he was, in a maximum security prison cell.  He met him at his worst and loved him—because Dorothy prayed.”  For thirty-three years she prayed for her son’s salvation.  Talk about waiting!
9The Lord isn’t really being slow about his promise, as some people think.  No, he is being patient for your sake.  He does not want anyone to be destroyed, but wants everyone to repent.

Our frustrations with waiting are intricately linked with God’s timing. Let’s be honest: most of us don’t like the timetable God uses.  We think he’s too slow in getting the job done.  It’s like the old joke about the man walking through the woods, talking to God.  The man asked, “God, what's a million years to you?”  And God said “To me a million years is like a minute.”  Then the man asked: “Well, what's a million dollars to you?”  God replied: “To me a million dollars is like a penny.”  Smiling, the man asked: “God, could I have a penny?”  And God said: “Of course, my son.  In a minute.”
As I heard the story of Brian and his mother, I kept wondering, “Why thirty-three years, Lord?  Why not thirty?  Or twenty-five?  Why not twenty or ten?”  Why am I still praying for some friends of mine to find Christ?  Why would God want them to wait ten or fifteen more years before they join his kingdom?

I’m not really sure.  But I know part of it has to do with 2nd Peter 3:9: [God] does not want anyone to be destroyed, but wants everyone to repent.  He wants everyone to repent.  And repentance isn’t something God forces on people.  We have to come to repentance on our own, of our own volition.  Yes, the Holy Spirit can and does lead us to see our sinfulness and our need for a Savior; yes, he does bring us to the point of repentance even if we’re not aware of him.  But once we’re there, the act of repentance is all ours.  God won’t make us do it.  So Brian’s conversion took thirty-three years because he wasn’t willing to repent until then.  You and I are still praying for people to this day because for whatever reason they aren’t ready or willing to repent.

Waiting on God is beneficial for us if we approach it with the right attitude.  Waiting drives us back to God again and again in prayer.  It helps to strengthen our connection and intimacy with him.  It humbles us.  It reminds us that, despite what we may think or feel, we’re not the center of the universe and the world doesn’t revolve around us.  Waiting on God’s timing shows us that we’re ultimately not in control, God is; and that what we think we want or need isn’t always what God knows we need.  Waiting deepens our spiritual maturity.  It forces us to remember that God is continually shaping us for mission and ministry in the world.
Following the resurrection of Jesus, the apostles had to wait until they were more prepared, and until God’s timing was right, before they began the mission for which Jesus had been training them.  Earlier I mentioned several examples from Scripture of people who had to wait: Abraham, Joseph, Hannah, David, the prophets and Israel.  When you read and study closely, in every circumstance and situation, you discover that the period of waiting was a period of preparation.  The waiting wasn’t just a hum-drum whiling away of time—it was a season during which God was readying each person for the next thing he had for them. God was preparing Abraham for the birth of Isaac and the birth of a nation.  God was preparing Jacob for a major position of leadership in Egypt in order to save the nation of Israel.  God was preparing Hannah for the birth of Samuel.  God was preparing David for the throne.  God was preparing the prophets for the coming of Jesus.  God was preparing Israel for her Messiah.

So whatever you’re waiting for―a spouse, a house; a college, a child; a promotion, a purpose; a healing, a hope―remember that in your waiting God is preparing you.  He’s working in you and around you to give you the very best.  It may be what you’re waiting on or it may be even better than that.  Use this period of waiting to draw closer to God, to submit yourself to his will, and to know that he is shaping you for his own divine purposes.
As I noted at the beginning, I pray this sermon series has helped you with some of the things you may be struggling with.  I hope it’s given you confidence to be open and honest about where you are in your faith.  Thank you for being gracious with me as I have presented each message, and for receiving them with such favor and support.  And may God, who is far beyond our ability to comprehend or grasp, continue to bless your spiritual journeys with increased faith, deeper love, and renewed commitment.  Amen.
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