
Considered biblical passages on the issue of homosexuality: 
 

Genesis 19:1-11 
(compare with Ezekiel 16:49 and Matthew 10:11-15) 

 

Leviticus 18:6-30; 20:10-16 
Romans 1:24-27 

1st Corinthians 6:9-11 
1st Timothy 1:9-10 

 

■ The original Hebrew or Greek languages have no 
    equivalent word for our English word homosexual.  The  
    original terminology has been variously interpreted and  
    translated as meaning soft, effeminate, male prostitutes,  
    sodomites, fornicators, sexually immoral persons, and 
    sexual perverts (depending on the edition and translation  
    of one’s Bible) 
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 Wesley insisted that Scripture is the first authority and  
     contains the only measure whereby all other truth is 
     tested.  It was delivered by authors who were divinely 
     inspired.  It is a rule sufficient of itself.  Scripture is 
     considered the primary source and standard for Christian  
     doctrine 
 

 Wesley always accepted a literal reading of the text (as 
     opposed to a metaphorical or allegorical reading); that is, 
     literally what the original author meant and intended. 
 

  Wesley believed we need to read the Bible “in confer- 
     ence” with others. Some people are simply more mature,  
     and we can benefit from their insights if we listen in 
     community.  Meeting in groups to study the Bible is 
     important for forming people and helping to identify the  
     Bible’s central purposes. 
 

 Wesley appealed to what he called “the Rule of Faith” as  
     a tool for interpreting the Bible.  The Rule of Faith 
     identifies the central and unifying themes in the Bible.   
     Difficult, ambiguous, or obscure passages should be 
     interpreted in light of Scripture’s central themes. 
 

 For Wesley, Scripture was a means of grace—instituted  
     by God—by which to measure all Christian doctrine, and  
     by which to sustain our practice of faith.  This conforms  
     with the rule and practice of the historic church.  The 
     final goal of our reading Scripture should be to embrace  
     its saving truth and lead us into a deeper love of God and  
     neighbor. 
 

 Wesley's Bible exposition is characterized by the 
     dominance of the practical over the theoretical.  His 
     sermons do not dwell upon problems of interpretation.  
     He followed his mothers advice in making the Bible a  
     practical book for day by day living. 


