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 Holston Annual Conference met on June 5th-8th at Lake Junaluska.  Here are some 
highlights of the conference: 
      Reverend David Graves was endorsed by the Annual Conference as a nominee for  
    bishop.  Elections of new bishops and appointment of bishops begin July 13th at the  
 Southeastern Jurisdictional Conference. 
 

      The Cabinet’s report included resolutions for discontinuance (closing) of Mount 
    Olive UMC, Rural Retreat, VA, and Pleasant Hill UMC, Grayson County, VA. 
 

       The Holston Conference Foundation reported a record high in assets managed: 
    $102.8 million in 2015.  Forty percent of the assets are owned by local churches. 
 

      Eight members from the Galax Circuit held signs protesting gay clergy outside Stuart  
      Auditorium during the Monday morning session. 
 

      Twenty-eight clergy members retired. 
 

      The total value of the hands-on mission kits to Liberia and Zimbabwe was $221, 334.  
    The Cleveland district’s goal was 400 food buckets for Liberia.  A total of 742 
    buckets were received. 
 

      The Annual Conference voted against (366 to 308) a resolution that would increase 
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    vacation time for full-time pastors under appointment, following a 40-minute 
    discussion and voting process.  The current vacation guidelines for pastors 
    remains: 0-5 years of service, 2 weeks; 6-10 years of service, 3 weeks; and 11 or 
    more years of service, 4 weeks. 
 

      The Council on Finance and Administration’s proposed budget of $9.4 million 
    for 2016 was approved. 
 
 

      A total of six elders in full connection were ordained; one deacon in full 
    connection was ordained; seven provisional elders were commissioned; 
    and  24 persons were licensed as local pastors. 
 

      The Memorial Service remembered and celebrated the lives and ministries of 32  
    clergy and spouses who died in the past year. 
 

      The 60th anniversary of full ordination rights for women was recognized. 
 

      The Board of Pensions and Health Benefits presented a new health insurance 
    plan for 2017 with two options (available at AC.Holston.org). 
    Nancy Fitchpatrick, chair, announced that annual physical exams will be 
    required of participate to avoid a $900 annual penalty in higher premiums. 
 

      A total of $100, 849.00 was collected for children in poverty, and an additional  
    $57,698 was raised for “Change for Children.” 
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     “We are not the same persons this year as 
last; nor are those we love.  It is a happy chance if 
we, changing, continue to love a changed person.” 
        ~W. Somerset Maugham 



 As we celebrate the Fourth of July, I would like to share an article with you 

that comes from the book My Daily Devotions by Stephen J. Carter. 

Fireworks or Handiwork? 

 Read Psalm 104. 
 

 Fireworks go hand-in-hand with the 4th of July.  Large fireworks displays 

bring people flocking to parks, city squares, and drive-in theaters.  Watching an 

unfolding fireworks show from a blanket, lawn chair, or bleacher elicits ooohs and 

ahhhs of appreciation as one burst of rockets follows another—towering Roman 

candles, multiple explosions of many-colored starbursts, pinwheels, and trailing 

comet tails.  Everything breaks loose in a spectacular finale, with the sky full of 

reds, greens, blues, & golds.  But the spectacle is short-lived and life goes on as 

usual. 
 

 Our text and Bible reading speak of something far more spectacular and 

enduring than the most dazzling fireworks—the handiwork of God.  The heavens 

and all of creation provide a permanent display of the power and love of 

Almighty God—the sun traveling across the sky, the moon and the stars, the 

clouds as God’s chariot, the winds as His messengers, springs pouring water into 

ravines, birds nesting by the waters and singing among the branches of 

well-watered trees. 
 

 We stand in awe of God’s spectacular display—the mountains, the plains, 

the rivers, the oceans, the sky with its infinite stars, and the seashore with 

unlimited grains of sand.  We look with new eyes of wonder.  Instead of taking 

this world for granted, we realize that God’s handiwork surpasses everything 

made by human hands.  We praise the God who not only created the world but 

sent His own Son to die on the cross and to bring about a new creation of 

forgiven humanity. 





        At its regular meeting on June 12th, 2016, the Administrative Board 
reviewed  the policy regarding the collection of special offerings.  A motion was 
made and passed that any special offering (other than established offerings such 
as Holston Home for Children) be reviewed first by the Finance Committee.  If the 
Finance Committee approves the request for a special offering, a called meeting 
of the Board will occur (for approval) if the offering needs to be taken before the 
next regularly scheduled Board meeting.  If not, the special offering request will 
be considered by the Board at the next regularly scheduled meeting.  

       Many thanks to the wonderful ladies who created a beautiful reception and 
everyone who attended the wedding.  I am going to miss this church immensely! 
Whether I am a few hours away or halfway across the world, this will always be 
my home church.  I love you all very much!       ~Jessica Cunnyngham Lyon 



Friday, July 1st  Soul Sisters Bible study 
 
Sunday, July 3rd  THE SONGBOOK OF THE PSALMS 

     “Messages & Moments” 
 

Monday, July 4th  Independence day 
 
Sunday, July 10th  THE SONGBOOK OF THE PSALMS 

     “What’s The Big Deal About Worship?” 
 
Monday, July 11th  Prayer shawl ministry 
 
JULY 13th—19th  Pastor Todd out-of-town 
 
Sunday, July 17th  Kathy Jones speaking and leading worship 

 
Tuesday, July 19th  AARP meeting 
 
Thursday, July 21st United Methodist Women 
 
Sunday, July 24th  “Why Do We Do What We Do?” 

 
Monday, July 25th  Prayer shawl ministry 
 
Sunday, July 31st  “Why Do We Do What We Do? Part 2” 


